
umerous initiatives are 
planned for this summer and 

the 2021-22 school year. The 
improvements span every area 
including academic and 
extracurricular offerings, 
operations, technology, support 
services, facilities, and 
infrastructure. 

Here’s a look at the highlights: 
 
• The district’s wireless 

       internet network 
        will be upgraded to speed up 
       service and improve 
       coverage throughout all 
        three buildings.  
        Cybersecurity  
        enhancements will also be 
        enacted to keep the network 
        secure. 

  
• Windows will be repaired 

        and re-caulked to improve 
       energy efficiency at all three 
        buildings. 

 
• A new special education 

       bus will be purchased this 
        summer. 

 
• A school psychologist will 

        be added and will work 
        districtwide to ensure that 
        all students receive the 
       emotional and academic 
       support they need. 

 

• New electives and 
       extracurricular activities 
        will be added to meet the 
        interests of middle school 
        students. 

 
• A second grade teacher 

       and a special education 
       teacher will be added to 
        keep down class sizes and 
       provide students 
       with better academic 
       support. When 
        these faculty members are 
        added, 50% of all 
        elementary classes will 
        include a classroom teacher 
        and special education 
        teacher working together to 
        meet the instructional 
        needs of our students. 

 
• A social studies teaching 

       position will be restored. It 
        was eliminated this year 
        because of reduced need 
        during the pandemic. 

 
• Chromebooks and 

       tablet computers will be 
        purchased for School No. 2,
        replacing outdated 
       devices. 

 
• During the summer, all 

        student restrooms at School 
       #3 will be renovated. This 
        includes replacing all wall 

        and floor tiling, fixtures, 
        partitions, ceilings, lighting, 
        and plumbing where 
        necessary. Last summer, 
        similar work was done at 
        School No. 2. 

 
• Some insulation in the boiler 

        room of School No. 3 will be 
        replaced for improved 
       energy efficiency and 
       temperature control. 

 
• White boards and digital 

       projectors will be added at 
        School No. 3.

CHOOL No. 1 is bursting 
with vibrance, thanks to the 

work of the school’s Jr. Municipal 
Alliance. Members of the seventh 
and eighth grade club recently 
planted geraniums, vinca, and 
vinca vines in the front of the 
building.  

The goal wasn’t just 
beautification, it was also 

communication and inspiration. 
The Jr. Municipal Alliance 
focuses on bringing to students 
messages about avoiding drug and 
alcohol use. One way is to show 
that there are so many rewarding 
lifestyle choices and activity 
options beyond substance use. 
You can play sports, draw, play an 
instrument, and even garden.
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Improvements slated 
for upcoming school year
Technology upgrades, additional electives and clubs are among the highlights
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Eighth-grader 
Rachel Harraka 
waters the 
flowers just 
planted by 
School No. 1’s 
Jr. Municipal 
Alliance 

Sending a colorful message



BOOK BATTLE

TUDENTS in the gifted and talented 
program at School No. 1 engaged in a 

county-wide battle of book knowledge and 
came close to sweeping the competition. The 
fifth grade and sixth grade teams won their 
respective contests, and seventh grade took 
second place.  

The Battle of the Books pitted teams of 
students from all over Passaic County against 
each other in a Jeopardy-style quiz format. 
They were asked questions about the books 
each grade level was assigned to read and 
know inside out. The questions focused on 
plot, setting, theme, and characters. 

Prior to the competition, School No. 1 G&T 
teacher Bethanne Strippoli led each Little Falls 

team through weekly games and activities that 
honed the students’ knowledge and insight 
into the literature.  

“We’re keeping the love of reading alive,” 
said Strippoli about the importance of still 
holding the book battle during a difficult year. 
“I’m so proud of the kids and the effort they 
put in.” 

Books in the battle included “The Out-
siders,” “The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe,” and “How Angel Peterson Got 
His Name.” 

The Battle of the Books is one of the annual 
events sponsored by the Passaic County Gifted 
and Talented Consortium. The event was held 
remotely this year.

Students inducted 
into honor society 

Thirty-three students were recently in-
ducted into the school’s chapter of the Jun-
ior National Honor Society. At the outdoor 
ceremony at School No. 1, students received 
yellow roses and certificates which acknowl-
edged their committment to scholarship, citi-
zenship, leadership, service, and character. 

The eighth grade inductees were Jannah 
Abuawad, Sophie Baker, Julianna Cestone, 
Sabrina Heaney, Johnathan Kolokoski, 
Kourtney Matheis, Jillian Russo, Shane L. 
Singh, and Evan Wieczorek. 

 The seventh grade inductees were Dean 
Abdallah, Philip Arena, Michael Bardaghji, 
Mohammad Basuf, Thomas Breitwieser, 
Sally Capizzi, William Capizzi, Leah Conroy, 
Victoria DeMarco, Magdalena Foucaud, 
Deyanah Hamdan, Hrystyna Khrupalo, 
Nadia Malek, Christian Meletta, Jania 
Nunez, Chase O'Neil, Kody Organisciak, 
Ana Petrusevski, Alessandra St Ledger, 
Sabrina Stuber, Alexa Sypniewski, 
Mackenzie Taylor, Emily Tucci, and Shawn 
Wieczorek. 

 

Seventh-graders help 
honor heritage month 

Seventh-graders Lea Conroy, Angelina 
Lynn, and Alexa Sypniewski helped School 
No. 1 recognize Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month. Once per week in 
May during the morning announcements, 
the students presented short biographies 
about notable Asian and Pacific Islander 
Americans. Among the famous figures 
profiled were singer Awkwafina (Nora 
Lum), YouTube food vlogger Mike Chen, 
and former Congresswoman Patsy 
Takemoto Mink. 

Lea, Angelina, and Alexa researched and 
scripted the bios themselves, as well as 
initiated the project.   

New program makes 
‘goodbye’ special 

 When eighth-graders walked out through 
the doors of School No. 1 for the final time 
and said farewell to the Little Falls School 
District, they had more than memories and 
knowledge to take with them to high school. 
Through the new Giving to Graduates 
program, students received small gifts and 
handwritten notes of inspiration from the 
parents and faculty members who 
participated in the initiative. 

“It was a way to unite as a school 
community and celebrate the achievement 
of moving on to high school,” said teacher 
Katrina Lanza, co-adviser of the student 
council which sponsored the program. “In a 
school year that was far from typical, this 
was just something special that we could do 
to say ‘goodbye.’” 

Every eighth-grader was matched with a 
sponsor.

ATE in the school year, School 
No. 3 teacher Marissa Bariso put 

students into the driver’s seat of their 
own learning. 

For about an hour per day, the 
students worked on research projects 
about topics they chose themselves. 
It’s an instructional technique known 
as genius hour. 

“Genius hour allows the students 
the freedom to explore their curiosity, 
while developing important research 
and language skills,” said Bariso. “You 
can see the passion and excitement in 
their work because they’ve chosen 
what they wanted to learn about.” 

Selected topics included service 
dogs and their training, the Titanic, 
and NFL player Lamar Jackson.  

To conduct their research, students 
used kid-friendly websites such as 
Wonderopolis, Newsela, and Epic. 
They then created slide shows which 
summarized their learning, and 
presented them to their classmates.
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Warriors of the literary kind 

Researching passion projects

Fifth-graders 
Henry Foucaud and 

Zachary Newman 
hold books they read 

as part of their 
preparation for the 
Battle of the Books

Andrew Kozdeba researches the Titanic



ECOND-GRADERS left a bit of 
themselves behind when they exited 

School No. 2 in June. The students, who will 
enter School No. 3 in September, painted 
rocks for School No. 2’s rock garden just 
outside the main entrance. 

The young artists planned their designs 
during their weekly art classes, then the 
following week put brush to stone during one 

grand painting day. The rock painting has 
become a second grade right of passage. 
Planned by the school’s PTA and facilitated 
by art teacher Lisa Spero, the painting 
celebrates the formative early elementary 
years of the students and the milestone of 
moving on.  

The rocks were sprayed with sealant to 
keep the artwork from weathering.

novel read at School No. 3 for the first 
time had students buzzing this spring. 

“Insignificant Events in the 
Life of a Cactus” focuses on an 
independent middle school girl 
born without arms who be-
friends a boy with Tourette 
Syndrome. The two hurdle the 
challenges of their disabilities 
and the bullying of their peers 
to learn important lessons 
about life. 

The book was read by third 
grade classes, but the interest 
and excitement seemed to 
spread to every grade. 

“This is all the kids talk 
about, it’s become electric in 
the building,” said Nicole Dilkes, School No. 
3’s principal and the district’s curriculum 
coordinator. 

“Cactus” is a mystery at heart, but the 
characters and their relationships in school 
and at home were the elements that resonated 
with students.  

“They were learning and empathizing 
along with these characters as the story went 
on,” said Tiffany Sellitto, who teaches a third 
grade class with Diane Simmons. “They were 
having all sorts of conversations among them-
selves like ‘I have a cousin with a disability.’ 
And yet they could also identify with the main 

character because she was doing things 
that kids do, trying to make friends, ar-

guing with her mother, and feel-
ing what kids this age feel. It was 
relatable.” 

Along the way, the third 
grade teachers engaged students 
in discussions and activities to 
underscore the messages of be-
longing, friendship, determina-
tion and appreciating differences 
that run through the novel. 
Those themes made an impact 
on third-grader Marco 
Carnemolla. 

“Don’t judge a book by its 
cover,” said Marco when asked 
what he thought the author was 

trying to say to readers. “If you see 
someone who has a disability, you really 
shouldn’t care about that stuff. You 
should care what’s on the inside, not 
what’s on the outside, because that’s 
what’s important.” 

By the end of school, an informal poll 
by teachers found that almost half of all 
third-graders had already bought the 
book’s sequel. 

“Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cac-
tus” is one of the books about acceptance, in-
clusion, and awareness that was purchased 
and added to the curriculum for grades K–8 

this year. The stories address social issues and 
historical events such as homelessness, diver-
sity, immigration, the Holocaust, disabilities 
civil rights, and food insecurity/hunger. 
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You should care 

what’s on the 

inside, not 

what’s on the 

outside, because 

that’s what’s 

important.” 

Marco Carnemolla 
Third-grader

Sophia Hart reads the sequel to “Insignificant Events in 
the Life of a Cactus” written by Dusti Bowling 

Above, William McGinn, Eva Gervald, Ava Gordon and Gavin 
Murphy with art teacher Lisa Spero at School No.2’s rock garden; 

right, Gwendolyn Farah and Amelia Allgeier at work on their rocks

LANGUAGE ARTS

Second-graders leave their marks

Students thrive in 
the hive this summer

Topics set for teacher 
workshops next year

Thrive in the Hive, a summer program 
open to students who were in grades K-7 last 
year, runs from June 28 to July 29.  

The program was designed to help children 
build specific New Jersey educational 
standards in math and English language arts, 
but also offers enrichment activities. The 
program provides four hours of instruction 
per day: an hour each of math, English 
language arts, STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math), and physical 
education and art on alternating days. 

Professional development for teachers next 
year will focus on three areas: students and 
teachers as partners in education, supporting 
students’ social and emotional growth, and 
equity (ensuring that all students receive the 
instruction and access to resources they need 
to succeed). 

The district evaluation advisory 
committee, a cross section of teachers and 
administrators, determined the goals through 
a process led by Superintendent Tracey 
Marinelli and noted educational consultant 
Tracey Severns. Severns served as the chief 
academic officer of the New Jersey 
Department of Education.



POD WARS

VERY year, June 
is celebrated as 

Pride Month across 
the U.S. Officially 
receiving federal 
designation for the 
first time in 1999, 
Pride Month 
recognizes the 
contributions of 
LGBTQ people and 
encourages equal rights and 
equal opportunities for them. 

One day during its video 
morning announcements, the 
middle school celebrated the 
lives and achievements of 
several notable LGBTQ figures. 
School No. 1 guidance 
counselor Mary Budd presented 
profiles on tennis legend Billy 
Jean King, California politician 
Harvey Milk, civil rights 
activist Bayard Rustin, and 

actor Elliot Page, among 
others. 

Budd also discussed 
the origins of Pride 
Month. Pride Month 
began as a way to mark 
the 1969 Stonewall up-
rising in New York City 
which protested police 
harassment and perse-
cution of LGBTQ Amer-

icans. It’s considered the spark 
that ignited the movement to 
outlaw discriminatory laws and 
practices against the LGBTQ 
community. 

A state law went into effect 
in 2020-21 requiring middle 
schools and high schools to 
“include instruction on the 
political, economic, and social 
contributions of persons with 
disabilities” and LGBTQ 
people.
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HESE were not just any other field days at 
School No. 1. In Pod Wars, every class 

competed against classes in the same grade level 
in five different events. These included physical 
competitions such as a softball throw for 
distance, Pictionary, and academic and teacher 
trivia. 

Physical education teachers Lauren Campbell 
and Joe Keating added the twists to the 
traditional field day to maintain pandemic health 
protocols, yet keep engagement and the 
competitive spirit high. 

“Kids have missed out on so much this year,” 
Campbell said. “They hardly ever see their 
friends in other classes [because of the health 
precautions in place]. This was an opportunity to 
bring everyone together, even the virtual kids, 
and do something special.” 

Curriculum-based questions that students 
were asked included “What is the formula to 
calculate the distance that an object travels over 
time?” and “What is the literary technique that 
compares two things using ‘like’ or ‘as?’”  

Teacher trivia included “What teacher was 
forced to sing ‘I’m a Little Teapot’ at Disney?” 
and “What teacher drinks celery juice every 
morning?” 

Each grade 5–8 had its war on a separate day 
at the Little Falls Sports & Recreation Complex.
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Right, sixth-grader 
Lucy Jandoli 

concentrates in her 
windup; below, 

fifth-grader Brandon 
Garcia-Szpara takes 

his turn drawing in 
Pictionary; below 

right, sixth-grader 
Max DelToro rears 

back and is ready to 
launch
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A GREAT BIG thank you... School nurses 
Donna Hamilton, Julie Abboud, and Audrey O'Jeda hold flowers 
presented by Superintendent Tracey Marinelli to honor their work 
that went “above and beyond the call of duty” this school year. 
Contact tracing, monitoring the length of student and staff 
quarantines, and working with the county to track COVID-19 cases 
were just some of their added duties during the pandemic.

At School No. 1, field day with a twist

School No. 1 recognizes 
Pride Month


