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To the Relief of Many, NJ Postpones Standardized 
Testing for Many Students Until Fall  
By Lamees Morsy, Grade 7 

NOTE: Information in this article may be subject to change  
 

   Every year, students around the country take a standardized test, 

for example, the NJSLA, but this year may be different. Despite the 
pandemic, states may not be able to cancel federally mandated 
standardized exams this academic year, though they may be given 
significant flexibility about how they administer and use the assess-
ments. 
   As of Wednesday, April 7, 2021, New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy 
announced that New Jersey will postpone mandatory testing for the 
majority of its students until next fall, giving teachers more oppor-
tunities to focus on helping students.  
  Students, educators, and administrators have reacted to this man-
date.  
   7th grader Emilia Bidjourov says, “I really think we shouldn’t test 
this year. Being online for some people can be difficult and schools 
don't usually see that. Doing a big test like this will probably affect a 
lot of people and have a worse outcome than teachers want.”  

  Continued on page 5  

Little Falls 6th Grader Publishes a Book  
By Eamon Cathcart, Grade 8  
 

   One of Little Falls’ own, Victor DePadova, a 6th grader at Little 
Falls School No.1, plans to publish and release a new children's 
book titled A Fuzzy Discovery.  
   Victor’s new story is about a family who discovers a fuzzy cater-
pillar and takes care of it, and their journey together.  
   “I aim to teach readers how important it is to look at the brighter 
sides of life, even when faced with disappointment,” Victor told us 
at the Hornet Highlights.  
   Victor won the opportunity to share his story with the world 
through a contest called Share Your Story run by famous children's 
book author, Stanley Tucker, who readers may know as Stan the 
Man. Out of a large pool of 300 aspiring young authors, Victor’s 
draft of A Fuzzy Discovery was judged and chosen to undergo pub-
lication so that people around the world could read his story. 
   “The writing process was segmented into 8 parts,” explains    
Victor. “Each week, I would submit a draft, and that draft would be 
edited by a team at Stanley Tucker’s non-profit organization, Leap 
for Literacy. Then, I would fix up and revise the draft, and the pro-
cess would repeat a total of 8 times.”  

Continued on next page  

Above left: 6th grader Victor DePadova proudly poses with his newly published children’s book. Above right: Victor carefully illustrates 
to make his words come alive for readers.   
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The Hornet’s Nest School Store Launches  
at School No. 1 

By Qendresa Bekiri, Grade 5 
 

    School No. 1 has been planning many changes to make the school 
even better. One new change is the school store. The school store 
has been a plan for quite a while and finally,  Ms. Sprague, Ms. Lan-
za, Mrs. Friedland and the Student Council had made that develop-
ment happen!  
   The school store, with the very fitting name, “The Hornet’s Nest,” 
has been a journey all with the help of the students. Students voted 
on the name and the logos they wanted to see on the store’s very 
first merchandise.  
   To kick off the new initiative, the first merchandise will include 
shirts and sweatshirts that show off our hornet pride. Thanks to the 
advertisements designed by the Student Council and to Ms. Spra-
gue’s daily morning announcements, word spread fast around the 
school. 
   There is even more exciting news — when school gets back to nor-
mal, some kids from the Student Council will actually run the store 
PHYSICALLY! This means that probably next year you will be able to 
buy merchandise in school, as you need or want something.  This will 
most likely have a big impact on sales because some students might 
feel more comfortable buying merchandise in person. 
  Ms. Lanza comments, “A school store is convenient for students, 
teachers, and parents. As students make purchases and begin to 
show their school spirit, others catch on and it creates a dynamic 
movement of Hornet Pride and connectedness for our community.”  

Continued from Front Cover 
Little Falls 6th Grader Publishes a Book  
 
  He regularly attended Zoom meetings and sent emails to com-
municate with Tucker and his illustrator.  
  Though he received help from Share Your Story, Victor says that 
a lot of his inspiration and drive came from people close to him. 
His mother helped him throughout the writing process by giving 
him tips and pointers. Victor also says that the entire vision of 
writing and publishing his book wouldn’t have happened if it 
weren’t for his little sister’s love of reading. He hopes that she, 
and the rest of his readers, will enjoy reading A Fuzzy Discovery. 
   As for Victor’s plans for writing in the future, he’s still unsure, 
but hopes he’ll have the opportunity to write another story soon.  
  “As of right now, I’m participating in the Share Your Story contest 
again, and I hope that through the publishing of A Fuzzy Discovery, 
I can grow my writing base to share my stories with all of you.”  
   Look forward to reading A Fuzzy Discovery when it’s published 
and released, and support Little Falls’ Victor DePadova!  

Can’t Hide Our  

Hornet Pride!  
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News Briefs 

Marking Period 4  

We’re in the home stretch! 
Beginning on April 19th the 
school day will now end at 
1:30. How will you engage 

with your learning this  

marking period?   

Teacher Appreciation 
Week 2021  

This year, Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week is May 3-7.  

Show gratitude for all your 
teachers do to enrich your 

learning experience!   

Choose Kindness 
Many thanks to the students 
who  have been sharing the 
Friday Feature stories on the 

morning announcements. Shout 
out to Altin Suparaku, Ronnie 

Abdallah, and Eamonn McEvoy!  

America Celebrates Autism Awareness  
By Ava Barraco & Brendan Switzer, Grade 5 

 
  April is Autism Awareness Month. Our school com-

munity tries their very best to be kind and inclusive to 
the autistic community. But not everyone knows that 
much about autism. The purpose of this article is to 
educate anyone feeling clueless when it comes to 
knowing just what Autism Awareness Month is really 
all about. 
 

What is Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)?   
  Have you ever heard of the phrase “No two humans are exactly alike?” Well, autism is just like 
that! Based on information from American Psychiatric Association, autism spectrum disorder is a 
developmental disorder that affects communication and behavior. Although autism can be diag-
nosed at any age, it is called a development disorder because it is commonly diagnosed at the age 
of 2-3 and can affect learning.  This can make it quite difficult for autistic people to make friends, 
and even harder to keep them.  
   According to The American Psychiatric Association, Autism can cause social and speech challeng-
es. ASD symptoms also include repetitive behaviors, such as repeating words to themselves. The 
challenges that can come with Autism can heavily affect an autistic person's life. However, the 
amount of effect differs from person to person. 
 

The Spectrum 
   Now you know the basics of what autism, or what ASD generally is. It is important to know that 
not all autistic people act the same. That's why ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder) is now starting to 
be more commonly used. Because it's a spectrum. Autism Speaks mentions that autism is a broad 
topic, with many traits and conditions. Some traits include hyper fixations, social challenges, and 
communication struggles. But not every single person on the spectrum deals with these traits. Eve-
ryone is different! Just because someone with autism doesn’t “act autistic” doesn't mean they 
don't have it. Some autistic people are non-verbal, and some may speak perfectly fine. It doesn't 
make them less of a person, or even “less autistic.”  
   Some people on the autism spectrum tend to stim. Some common examples of stimming are 
flapping their arms, rocking back and forth, and even just bouncing. Some people with autism try to 
hide their stims. This is called “masking”, and some people often encourage the autistic community 
to “mask” their stims.  
   However, it is important to remember that their stims are part of who they are, and don’t really 
need “fixing”. Some autistic people share traits with people who have ADD or ADHD. ADHD stands 
for Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. (ADD stands for the same thing without hyperactivity.) 
Nevertheless, it is important for all people to know that everyone with autism is different. 
 

Supporting Autism Awareness Month 
   Members of the autistic community are often bullied and made fun of. As cliché as it sounds, 
autism can really have an effect on a person with it. If you want to make a change you could tell a 
friend, buy a shirt, or donate a little money to an organization to help research and understand it. 
Even buying a sticker or printing flyers at the library could help, while sharing ways to spread ASD 
awareness. 
   Total Spectrum says one of the best ways to support the autistic community is to “have compas-
sion.” So, don’t judge autistic people by their covers. Get to know them and learn about their inter-
ests and personalities. Just remember to be accepting of your autistic peers! 
   Autism Awareness Month is meant to show awareness and help researchers study and help au-
tism. It’s very important to give autistic people the love and respect they deserve. We are all hu-
mans with different flaws, weaknesses, hobbies, and strengths. 
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As The Country Unites to Support the Asian  
Community, Many Gear Up For Asian Pacific  
Heritage Month  
By Sahib Miah, Grade 8 
 

   Cultural diversity by definition means, “the practice or quality of 
including or involving people from a range of different social and eth-
nic backgrounds” according to the Oxford Languages. We celebrate 
this in numerous and alternative ways. A great example of this is  
heritage months. During October, Hispanic Heritage Month is cele-
brated. During February, Black History Month is celebrated and typi-
cally in May, Asian Pacific Islander Month is celebrated. This article 
will focus on the upcoming Asian Pacific Islander Month.  
   How did it all begin? Asian Pacific Islander Month started in the 
1970s as a weeklong celebration of this culture. Why May? The first 
Japanese immigrants arrived in the United States on  May 7, 1843, 
and on May 10, 1869, the Transcontinental Railroad was finished. The 
workers who made the railroad were mostly Chinese labor workers. 
Two years after the creation of Asian Pacific Heritage Week, it was 
made into a month.  
   Why should we celebrate Asian Pacific Islander Month?  
   There are multiple reasons. Recently, many US Chinese citizens have 
been getting harmed.  It all happened when the coronavirus started. 
People started blaming Chinese people for the start of the virus and 
were attacking them for that as a sign of “revenge.” One example of 
this was on the news. NBC News stated, “A 52-year-old Asian Ameri-
can woman was attacked outside a New York City bakery on Tuesday 
in what appears to be the latest in a disturbing trend of violence 
against Asian Americans since the beginning of the pandemic.” Right 
now, the Asian community needs our support.   
   Another event that has happened recently was a series of shootings 
at Asian Spas in Atlanta. 8 people were victims of the unfortunate 
event and 6 of these people were Asian women. The New York Times 
reported, “The brazen shootings, which took the lives of six women of 
Asian descent, stirred considerable outrage and fear in the Asian-
American community.” This shootings had caused outrage on social 
platforms and famous content creators gave their opinion. President 
Biden gave a speech on his condolences and acknowledged that Asian 
Pacific Islander hate crimes have risen (statistically 150% from 2019-
2020, according to NBC News). Many have said that this shooting is 
just the cover of a long history of Asian Pacific Islander hate.  
   Across the country, people have started to create GoFundMes for 
victims and have gathered sources to raise awareness about Asian 
Pacific Islander discrimination. We need to recognize this situation 
and all stand together and state that Asian Pacific Islanders are the 
same as every other race and ethnicity. By celebrating this month you 
also celebrate the idea of Asian Pacific Islander life and people.  
   This month is supposed to also acknowledge Asian-American and 
Pacific Islander achievements. Some feel that this community is un-
der-represented.  Recent achievements have been made in the film 
industry showing greater representation of the Asian culture. For 
example, the film, Crazy Rich Asians, was the first movie to have a full 
Asian cast in 25 years, according to Insider. This film made the power-
ful point of Asian representation in film and also showed the stereo-
types people have on Asians are wrong. Another achievement? After 
starting her career as an Indian in Hollywood, Mindy Khaling made 

Hope Blossoms as New Footholds in the Battle 
Against COVID-19 are Reached 

By Eamon Cathcart, Grade 8 
 

   The future for the United States of America and the rest of the 
world seems bright as progress to end the COVID-19 pandemic chugs 
steadily along. As of April 14th, 2021, over 192 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccinations have been administered since their distribu-
tion in the United States late last year. 75.3 million people have been 
fully vaccinated, making over 22.9% of the population vaccinated, 
and the numbers have no plans on slowing down any time soon.  
   Though progress was slow to start, administration of vaccines has 
improved immensely, with over 2.5 million people being vaccinated 
daily within the United States alone.  
   Researchers estimate that around 70% to 80% of the country 
needs to be vaccinated in order for the spread of COVID-19 to slow 
down close to a halt. Many professionals and researchers across the 
country are hopeful that this goal will be achieved within the year, 
with a projected 85% of people being vaccinated by December 7th 
2021, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
   Things are also looking up for the younger population of the United 
States. According to ABC7 New York, residents of New York as young 
as 16 are eligible for vaccinations, and many other states have done, 
or are pushing for the same. 
  “Now is the time that we have to crush it, once and for all,” New 
York Governor Andrew M. Cuomo says. “And the first step towards 
doing that is you have to take the vaccine, you have to take the vac-
cine.” 

 

bold moves in films and shows like The Office. 
   So, what are some of the ways to celebrate?  
   There are various ways to celebrate like reading books or watching 
films with Asian Pacific Islander characters or origin lines. Try cook-
ing an Asian dish or make some bubble tea. Don’t feel like cooking? 
Order your favorite Chinese or Thai takeout. You can even do some-
thing basic like learning more about this month and educating your-
self. 
   Asian Pacific Heritage Month isn’t just a month. It is a time to rec-
ognize achievements and to raise awareness. Let’s honor and cele-
brate all of the diversity we have in our world.  

Above: Protesters share their voices, speaking out about Asian dis-
crimination. Photo courtesy of USA Today.  
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Continued from Front Cover  
To the Relief of Many, NJ Postpones Standardized 
Testing for Many Students Until Fall  
 

     7th graders Sandy Hassan and Giovanna Qassis share similar 

thoughts about standardized testing in general. 
 “I think that the NJSLA puts an unreasonable amount of pressure on 
students. It makes them anxious just thinking about what their score 
will be. Also a lot of students base their intelligence off of the scores 
they receive which impacts them greatly,” comments Sandy.  
  “Standardized testing is a waste of time when you’re in middle and 
elementary school. Colleges do not care about what grade you got 
in the 6th grade when you were 11 years old. It stresses kids out for 
no reason, and in my opinion the test is based on how well you can 
memorize, not what you really learned. It’s useless. The most it 
should matter is in high school, where colleges look. It’s ripping 
away our childhood and is adding unnecessary anxiety on every-
one,” Giovanna comments.   
   Nadia Melek, 7th grader, feels differently. “I think testing this year 
will still be a great opportunity for kids to show their hard work and 
effort to the community. I also think that it helps kids reflect on the 
work and to be proud of what they have accomplished. For the peo-
ple that don't give in, it is a great inspiration to try harder for next 
time.” 
   Students are not the only ones who feel passionately about this 
year’s testing.  
     “I don’t think that taking standardized tests this year is the right 
approach.  Simply put, we can’t afford to lose any more time in the 
classroom.  Schools have understood the stress students have expe-
rienced this past year.  The focus, then, has been placed rightly on 
their social and emotional needs.  This is why it’s important for stu-
dents to spend as much time as possible growing together with their 
teachers and peers rather than spending many hours testing. It 
would be unfair to expect students in these schools to perform as 
well as they could in a ‘normal year,’” comments Math teacher Mrs. 
Kearns.   
   Unfortunately, although these decisions can seem to be out of our 
control, we can still adopt a positive attitude.  
    Language Arts teacher Ms. Calderone shares, “Whether the state 
testing occurs or is delayed this year, our students should breathe 
easy knowing that their teachers are doing all they can to equip 
them with the knowledge and skills needed for their future. One test 
result alone will not determine their worth or be able to address 
everything we have learned as we have traveled this unprecedented 
time together.”  
   One thing is for sure, everyone seems relieved that for many NJ 
students, testing will be held off until the fall.  

Understanding LGBTQ+    
By Mariana Rayo, Grade 6 
 

   Maybe you’ve heard of LGBTQ+, maybe you haven’t. You might 
even know a friend or someone who is part of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity, maybe you're even a part of it too. This article will briefly in-
troduce you to what these terms mean.  
   The “L” stands for lesbian, the “G,” for Gay, the “B,” for Bi, the 
“T,” for transgender, and the “Q,” for questioning.  
   What is being Gay? You probably have heard of the word gay 
before, maybe in school, from family, even on the internet. But 
what does the word “gay "really mean? “A sexual orientation that 
describes a person who is emotionally or sexually attracted to peo-
ple of their own gender; commonly used to describe men,” says an 
article from USA Today, “LGBTQ Definitions Every Good Ally Should 
Know.” Being gay is used to describe a male that is attracted to 
someone of their same gender.  
   The “L” in LGBTQ+ stands for lesbian. Being Lesbian is actually the 
same thing as being gay but refers to females. “It is a woman who is 
emotionally or sexually attracted to other women,” according to 
USA Today.  
 Can a person be attracted to both males and females? Yes. Being bi 
or bi sexual means that no matter what gender you are, you like 
both males and females. For example, if a girl is bi then she likes 
both girls and boys. 
   What is being transgender? A transgender person is “a person 
whose gender identity differs from the sex they were assigned at 
birth,” says USA Today. Mostly speaking, people who are trans 
identify themselves as the opposite gender than they were given 
when they were born. Some people from the time they are very 
young may have already discovered this about themselves. 
   The “Q” stands for queer. “People who identify as queer embrace 
identities and sexual orientations outside of mainstream heterosex-
ual and gender norms,” according to USA Today. This refers to the 
many ways people can express their gender and sexual orientation.  
  Lastly, the + refers to any and all other genders and other sexual 
identities.  
   Whether you support the LGBTQ+ community or not, it’s im-
portant to know what the basics are so you don’t misgender some-
one or offend them in any way.  It’s good to know these things 
because when you are older or maybe now even, you may see a 
change in yourself and won’t be left confused. Learning new things 
like this isn’t going to hurt you and may help you become more 
aware about the diversity of people in the world.  
   School No. 1 counselor Mrs. Budd shares, “I feel it is important to 
understand LGBTQ+ terminology and those who identify as such,  
because I believe that everyone has the right to feel safe, to be 
authentic, to pursue health and happiness and be respected like 
everyone else.  These people are our friends, our classmates, our 
neighbors, our family, and even our colleagues.   As a mental health 
professional, supporting those who are part of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity is important because so often they are afraid to come ‘out’ to 
their loved ones in fear of rejection.  When we open our hearts up 
to those who may be different from us, it can mean the world to 
them.”   
   Many people are still getting bullied because of their identities 
and sexual orientation. Let’s make a change and respect everyone. 

 

How does this news make you feel? 

                       Relieved?  

 

                       Stressed?  

 

                       Confused?  
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The Fight For Women’s Rights 

By Slavica Jovanovic, Grade 6 

 

   Women haven't always been equal to men. Women have succeeded in gaining more 
rights, however, it was not very easy to do so. One of the first ever Women's Rights 
Movement happened in Seneca Falls, New York, in July 1848. During this time, many 
believed that women should not have as many rights as men. For example, they believed 
that women should not have the right to vote. These people were called anti-suffragists, 
or antis, and they fought against these women’s suffrage organizations.  Here’s a look at 
just a few of these powerful women.  
Susan B. Anthony 
   Susan B. Anthony is one of the most well-known Women's Rights fighters. She first be-
gan as an anti-alcohol activist. Anthony believed that alcohol was particularly harmful to 
women and children because it destroyed family life. Anthony later found out that few 
government officials took her fight seriously. She felt as if they had been ignoring her 
because she was a woman who had been fighting for a problem that affected women. 
She came to the conclusion that women needed the right to vote. Later on, Anthony became the president of the National American Woman 
Suffrage Association (NAWSA). She continued to fight for the vote until her death on March 13, 1906. 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
   Elizabeth Cady Stanton was one of the leading women's rights activists of the 1800s. She first began as an abolitionist who fought to end slav-
ery. In 1840, she traveled to the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London, but she was unfortunately turned away because of the fact that she 
was a woman. This convinced her that women needed to win equal rights for themselves. In 1848, she helped organize the first women's rights 
convention in Seneca Falls, New York, which marked the beginning of a long fight for women's rights.  
Alice Paul 
   Alice Paul, a New Jersey native, was known for being the leader of the boldest group of suffragists who were determined to do anything in  
order to win the vote. After becoming a suffragist, Paul first joined the National American Woman Suffrage Association. In 1913, she participated 
in planning a huge suffrage parade, which took place on the day Woodrow Wilson became president. In 1914, Paul decided to leave NAWSA and 
begin her own group of suffragists, the National Woman’s Party (NWP). The NWP planned and participated in more forceful protests. Whilst pro-
testing, they were arrested and sent to jail where they were treated very poorly. Once the news of their mistreatment got out, they were re-
leased. Eventually, in January 1918, President Wilson announced a new law that would give women the right to vote. This law passed on August 
26, 1920. 
 

   As from what has been stated, it is seen that these women and many others have helped pave the way for all women today. 

Above: Suffragists march for the vote.   

Photo courtesy of Britannica.com.  
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Women Who Have Inspired Us Throughout 2021 

By Abigail Erickson & Sophia Henderson, Grade 6 
   
   Throughout history women have positively impacted the world and 
continue to do so.  Their work and actions inspire many people. In hon-
or of the recently celebrated Women’s History Month, read on to learn 
more about some very influential women.  
Amanda Gorman 
   Amanda Gorman is an African-American author, poet, and award 
winning Harvard graduate. Amanda was born on March 7th, 1998 and 
was raised in Los Angeles, and started writing when she was fairly 
young. According to theamandagorman.com, “Now her awards have 
won her invitations to the Obama White House and to perform for Lin-
Manuel Miranda, Al Gore, Secretary Hillary Clinton, Malala Yousafzai, 
and others.” In addition, she is the youngest inaugural poet in U.S. 
history.  
   Some of her achievements include writing a children's book and re-
leasing a poetry collection. Amanda has received recognition from 
Scholastic Inc., the Glamour Magazine College Women of the Year 
Awards, and the Webby Awards. Amanda also has her own website, 
theamandagorman.com, where you can view various things she has 
accomplished for women and African Americans. She has accomplished 
all of this and she is only 23 years old!  
Malala Yousafzai 
   Malala Yousafzai is known as a female rights and education activist. 
Her goal is to help girls around the world receive a good education. She 

was born on July 12, 1997, in Mingora, Pakistan. Malala lived in a 
world where girls' education wasn’t accepted. So, she went under-
cover and wrote a blog about her life there which later led to danger. 
When Malala was 15, she went on the bus like everyday. However, 
when the bus came to the stop two armed men were there asking 
for Malala. The gunman then fired, shooting Malala and her friends. 
Fortunately, Malala had a good recovery and went on to speak for 
women's education.  She later won the World's Children's Prize, and 
at 17, the Nobel Peace Prize. She was and is a peace activist and has 
never expressed violence or anger during her campaign.  
Laverne Cox 
     Laverne Cox is an Emmy-nominated actress and was born on May 
29th 1972. She grew up in Mobile, Alabama. In 2014 she was the first 
openly transgender person to appear on the cover of The Times 
magazine. Laverne Cox is an LGBTQ+ advocate and a transgender 
and female rights activist. She uses creative ways to help spread 
positivity and equality, including social media.  
   Laverne Cox helps us understand the importance of equal rights 
and that transgender women are women too. She proves that no 
matter your personality, gender, or skin color you can accomplish 
anything you dream.  
   Although Women’s History Month is over, we can celebrate     
women every day. 

 

Fidgets Aren’t Just Toys, But Can Help Improve Student Focus and Reduce Anxiety  
By Kyleigh Hanna & Ava Carter, Grade 5 
 

   You're at the doctors office waiting for the nurse to call your name. You are tapping your foot, biting your lip and playing with your hands. 
Your friend hands you a stress ball and you suddenly start to feel the nerves slowly go away. You are no longer tapping your foot or biting 
your lip. You feel relieved. 
 Fidget toys can help calm your nerves and your fidgety hands and help with mental health. Here are some different types and varieties of 
fidgets toys there are.  
   First there are some loud ones that are best for when you are in a space where you can be loud but they might not be good for school. 
There are also some quiet ones which are great for school. There are also popping ones, clicking ones, spinning ones, squishy ones, hard ones 
and so many more! Let's start with ones good for quiet times like school.  
   There are stress balls like Needohs, Orbeez, and DNA stress balls that are good for relieving stress in your hand and are nice and quiet. Tan-
gles allow you to twist and turn something in your hand. They also come in a variety of colors and textures. How about pea poppers? They are 
little toys shaped like peapods with little peas that you can pop in and out. They are sometimes good for school but can be noisy.   
  You might be wondering where you can get these fidgets. Well, you don’t have to look far. They are sold at stores like Learning Express, Tar-
get, Walmart, and on Amazon.  They are not too pricey; some are more expensive than others.  
  It’s important to note that although they are called “toys” they aren’t just for fun. Fidget toys can help with many different mental health 
issues like anxiety and stress.  
  “I like fidgets because I get stressed at school and I use them when I have tests or anything that makes me stressed!,” comments 3rd grader 
Taryn Hanna.  
   They give people the opportunity to self-soothe and a way to get anger out too.  
  According to Flushing Hospital Medical Center, “Recent studies saw a 10% increase in certain academic scores among students who used 
fidget toys. Even more impressive was that students diagnosed with ADHD saw an increase of 27% in the academic scores. The study con-
cludes that the use of fidget toys can benefit the learning process in all students.” 
   Some teachers may find fidget toys to be a distraction and ask students to put them away. Sometimes students don't use them correctly 
and are really just creating a distraction. 
   “Certain students benefit from stress toys but I sometimes notice students use them as distraction. I think the good outweighs the bad,” 
comments Language Arts teacher Mrs. Donovan. 
  So by now if you have not put any fidget toys in your Amazon cart yet, you may want to reconsider! These aren’t just toys - they are helpful 
tools to manage stress.  
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S C I E N C E  

The Perseverance Rover Successfully Lands, Creating 
A Bright Future For Mars Exploration 

By Charlie Lalumia, Grade 8 
 

   On July 30th, 2020 at 7:50 AM, the Perseverance rover was launched 
from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida. Then on February 18th, 
2021, the rover successfully landed on the Mars surface. According to 
NASA, it has already taken more than 11,000 photos from the planet. 
Along with Perseverance, a small helicopter named Ingenuity is to be 
the first to make a rotor-powered flight on a planet besides Earth. 
The Landing 
   On February 18th, at around 4 pm, the rover arrived at its destination. 
The landing is broken into multiple stages. First, the craft sheds its 
cruise stage. The cruise stage contains solar panels, fuel tanks and other 
components needed for the trip. Next, thrusters attached to the craft 
will slow down its rotation. It will then drop two 154 pound balancing 

masses to balance the craft. Eventually, the craft enters the Martian 
atmosphere, slowing it down at a drastic rate, while also heating it 
up.  
   To prevent it from moving off course, a series of thrusters are 
activated to adjust its angle. The craft’s entry systems make final 
adjustments before preparing its descent. A parachute is deployed 
to slow the craft down. About two minutes before touchdown, the 
heat shield separates. The heat shield is built to defend the craft 
while entering the atmosphere. Systems on the craft engage to 
change course if necessary.  
    Finally, the back shell separates from the rover and its rocket 
powered engine. After descending, multiple engines on the descent 
craft will be disengaged. Once in position, a set of cables lower the 
rover onto the surface of the planet. After touchdown, the cables 
will be cut and the descent craft will fly away from the rover. Finally, 
the rover’s operations begin. Fortunately for NASA, the rover’s land-
ing went exactly as planned. 
   Mr. Farrell gave his input on the topic. “The biggest technical im-
provement of the Perseverance rovers is its quality of cameras and 
accompanying drone ingenuity.  The objective of this rover is the 
same as in the past with finding organic molecules or microbes that 
indicate a historical presence of life on Mars.” 
The Mission 
   While on Mars, the rover has a series of objectives to complete. 
Searching for habitability, seeking out biological signatures, col-
lecting rock and soil samples and testing the oxygen production to 
prepare for human habitation. It will work to search for microbial 
life that may inhabit the planet. Finding organisms such as these will 
aid NASA in discovering the possibilities of habitability. Along with 
this, testing of technologies will also be an important role of the 
rover. One of these technologies allows for creation of oxygen from 
the atmosphere, along with identifying resources like underground 
water pools, and gauging the weather conditions and environment 
that might cause problems for astronauts that will be working on 
the surface. Collecting core samples is another key objective. 
   With the rover on Mars, plenty of further research can be con-
ducted. With enough time and effort, humans may eventually reach 
the Red Planet.  

 Spring Astronomy Events You Don’t Want to Miss  
By Jenelis Diaz, Grade 6 
 

   Have you ever thought the moon looked like cheese, because of its 
yellow-ish color? Well, you definitely won’t be thinking that this spring. 
Why, you may ask? Because according to NASA’s website, this spring 
has two dates that will be supermoons and another one that will kick 
off summer.  
What is a supermoon? 
   A super moon is a full and/or a new moon that barely interacts with 
the perigee (the point in the orbit of an object that orbits the earth) 
causing the moon to come close to earth. This particular event may 
cause the moon to appear as if it is pink or sunset orange. 
What does a supermoon mean?  
   A supermoon is nothing you should worry about; all it means is that 
the moon is coming close to earth. In certain places, such as up a hill at 
a park the moon may appear very large.  
When will the next supermoon occur? 
   As stated before this spring has 2 supermoons, coming up April 27th 

(Taurus moon), May 26th (Gemini moon), and a few days after 
spring, June 24th. 
Meteor showers and more! 
   This spring is just full of events but let's focus more on all the 
events with the moon and space. There are several upcoming     
meteor shower events, here are their names and dates: Lyrid mete-
or shower, April 21st - 22nd, and the Delta Aquarid meteor shower, 
May 4th-5th. Lastly this spring there will be two eclipse events, and 
three new moons. When? Glad you asked, the two eclipses will take 
place on May 26th and June 10th. The three new moons will take 
place on April 12th, May 11th and June 10th. 
 

   You won’t need a telescope to witness these spectacular events. 
Look up every now and again and you will be sure to be amazed.  

 

Above: Perseverance rover scopes out Mars.  

Photo courtesy of mars.NASA.gov.  
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S C I E N C E  

Learn about these Magnificent 
Mammals: Animals We Bet You’ve 
Never Heard Of  
By Jayda Bonet, Grade 7 &  
Moira McEvoy, Grade 8  
 

   Scientists have a lot of work ahead of them. 
According to National Geographic, “A study in 2011 predicted there 
are some 8.7 million species on Earth, and we’ve identified maybe 1.6 
million of them.” Join us as we explore three animals we bet you’ve 
never heard of!   
   Less than 2,500 of these carnivorous nocturnal mammals are left in 
the world according to the Central Florida Zoo. Their diets are made 
up mostly of lemurs. They are a part of the Eupleridae family and look 
like a mix of a dog, cat, and mongoose. Can you guess what animal 
this is?  
   It is a fossa! Fossas live in Madagascar where there are forested 
areas where they can hang around and jump from branch to branch. 
Fossas can reach speeds of 35 miles per hour which is faster than 
humans can run. They can also jump up to around 31 inches, which is 
about two rulers and a half.     
   A fossa can grow up to 6 feet long and weigh up to 26 pounds. The 
fossa has no predators other than itself, and a small chance of getting 
eaten by a slightly larger animal, like a crocodile. Fossas have a 
lifespan of up to 15 years. 
  This animal is not your normal house cat. Check out these next fun 
facts about the fishing cat! 
   Fishing cats live mostly in wetland areas for example, near jungles 
or next to rivers. They live in many different populations from South-
east Asia, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, western India, and southern China.  

Fishing cats can live for up to around 10 years 
and eat small mammals and fish. According to a-z-animals.com 
fishing cats can run up to 34 miles per hour. They can weigh from 
about 13 to 26 pounds and they are about twice the size of a regular 
domesticated cat. These cats are gray-brown in color and have long 
stripes along their back. They are around 38-47 inches long and 15-16 
inches tall. To give you some comparison, this is a little longer than a 
house cat. According to, a-z-animals.com around 10,000 fishing cats 
are left in the world and this is because of the destruction of wet-
lands.  
   Is it a giraffe? Is it a zebra? No, it’s an okapi! 
   Okapis are closely related to the giraffe, but they look like a giraffe 
mixed with a zebra. They were discovered 120 years ago in 1901 and 
there are about 22,000 okapis left in the world. Okapis can live for 
about 15-20 years. These mammals are native to the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, and they live in the Ituri Rainforest—the only place 
where it can be found. Okapis’ diet consists of leaves, twigs, buds, 
fruits and other vegetation. They are threatened by illegal poaching, 
habitat loss, and other major threats. Think you have a long tongue? 
Well, the okapis have tongues that can be anywhere from 12-14 inch-
es long! However, their horns are less than 6 inches. So we can proba-
bly say that these horns aren’t too helpful in protecting them. 
   Interested in learning about more unknown animals? Well, there’s 
only about millions more to go!  

Think you can identify these cute mammals?  

Look back to the article to help you out.  

   

 

___________________________                     ___________________________            ________________________ 
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Where good friends and great food 

come together  

 

90 Main St. Little Falls, NJ 07424 

973-785-3563 

fallskitchen.com 

 

Hours 

Monday-Thursday 3-9 pm 

Friday 3-10 pm 

Saturday 1-10 pm 

Sunday 1-9 pm 

 

Spring Has Sprung...Eat Ice Cream!  

11 Paterson Ave. 

Little Falls, NJ 07424 

973-837-6118 

 

schumacherchevy.com 

SALES (973) 200-6347 

SERVICE (973) 200-6612 

Our philosophy is simple, when you  

surround yourself with people who love 
what they do, your time at SHAG86 can 
be nothing less than fabulous.   

 

86 Main Street, Little Falls, NJ 

973.837.0086 

shag86.com 

 

*Present this ad and receive 10% off any 
service on Mondays or Tuesdays. 

tel:+19732006347
tel:+19732006612
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BIG DADDY'S DOGS 

62 MAIN STREET 

LITTLE FALLS, NJ, 07424  

973-785-0206 

GARY@BIGDADDYSNJ.COM  

 

   We deliver with ubereats.com!  

75 Main St. Little Falls NJ 07424 

973-837-8282 

arturobistro.com 

 
-Lunch Special- 

Buy five lunches and the 6th is free! 

Offer valid with cash only and with this 
coupon  

 

Visit us at 98 Main Street 

Little Falls, NJ 07424 

 

ethanandthebean.com  

55 East Main Street 

Little Falls, NJ 07424  

973.837.8060 

jackiesgrilletteonline.com  

mailto:Gary@bigdaddysnj.com


F E A T U R E S   
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Gardening for Beginners 

By Victor DePadova, Grade 6  
 

   Since it’s the start of spring, you might be looking for something to do. 
It’s not hot enough to go swimming and you may not want to go for a 
walk. You might want to buy something to play with like a game system 
but don’t have enough cash. What can you do that won’t require spend-
ing too much money? Well, gardening might just be your answer. In this 
article, I will give you some tips and tricks and discuss how to put to-
gether a garden. Now, without further ado, let's dig in. 
 

Putting together a garden 

   Chances are, if you haven’t had any experience with gardening, you 
won’t have a garden to grow plants in. You will need: soil, clean water, 
and fertilizer. Most of these items you may need or want can be easily 
found at a hardware store or garden center.  
   Pots are great if you want to try out gardening for the first time. They 
don’t take up much space, they don’t take much dirt to fill and they are 
not permanent so you can move them whenever you want. I wouldn’t 
recommend using these if you want a big garden, but they are good if 
you only want to try out a few plants. If you find they are at a high price 
(trust me, they are pretty expensive) you can use plastic containers or 
buckets with holes drilled in the bottom of them.  
   Raised beds are good for any type of plant and look very nice. They 
allow you to garden without having to dig a spot in the ground. They will 
also prevent most weeds from growing. These are more permanent 
than pots. Store bought raised beds are not very cheap. You can make a 
DIY bed by getting some cheap wood, and putting it together with some 
nails. Then put a tarp under it and fill it with dirt. Now you have a DIY 
bed to plant in.  
 

Some tips and tricks  
   Now, with your garden done and plants planted, you should be able 
to care for everything. But, you might want to know more or find more 
ways to care for your plants. 
 

Coffee Grinds: If you can’t get fertilizer or you want to give your plants a boost, coffee grinds are your best bet. You can get coffee grinds from 
the little plastic containers you put in your coffee machine. Just scoop them out and collect them in a container. You can then mix it with your 
dirt to get a more nutritious dirt or you can put some on top of your plants so they can get some extra nutrients. 
 

Know the Right Time to Plant: Lots of plants need to be grown at the right time with the right preparations. If a plant can ’t tolerate cold, try 
to mulch them. It helps keep the soil and plant roots nice and warm. Also make sure to keep track of when to plant plants, whether they can 
tolerate frost, and when the first and last frosts are (this year the last expected frost date is April 22).  
 

Companion Planting: This is when you plant plants together that boost each other. For exam-
ple, marigolds with any other plant will either help growth or deter pests. Though marigolds 
don’t go well with beans or cabbage. Make sure to research so you know what plants to put 
together. 
 

   What else? You need plants, of course. This might be hard, considering that there are many 
plants to choose from. Consult the seed pack or tag to know just how to care for the plants you 
choose.  Sometimes, you may come across a problem or you might make a really bad mistake. 
Gardening is like that and you have to try to learn from your mistakes. And always try to have 
fun.  

Above: Avid gardener, Victor DePadova considers how to trellis his 
bean plants.  Photo courtesy of Victor DePadova.  

Garden Giggles  

 

Knock, knock. 

Who’s there? 

Lettuce. 

Lettuce who? 

Lettuce in and we’ll tell you!  



F E A T U R E S   
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Editorial  
The Best of the Worst: 3 Awful Candies Ranked  
By Michael Kahwaty, Grade 6  
 

   Candy is a great way to indulge and have a delicious, sugary snack. However, not all candies are delicious. There are some candies that stand 
out from the crowd as the worst of the worst, the most horrendous of horrors, the saddest sweets. I tried to find some of what some people 
say are the worst candies and the top three worst candies I found are. . . Necco Wafers, Joys, and Charleston Chews.  
   I will be rating these candies using the criteria as follows. Each of these categories will get a score out of 10. The best possible score is 30 
and the worst is 0. 

 Appearance; does the candy look good, does it make me want to eat it even if I know it’s awful? Appearance does include the  
         packaging of the candy.   

 Texture; does the candy feel nice in my mouth, is it soft like a pillow, or does it have the texture of a hot dog I just dropped onto   
          sand?  

 Taste; it’s obvious, but does the candy taste good, am I torturing my taste buds so much they will never taste candy again, or is it  
          pleasant and not revolting? 

 
   Necco Wafers. Necco Wafers are similar in texture to candies such as Smarties and PEZ, but the flavor differs.  
Necco Wafers are similar in shape to quarters, but are thicker and much more colorful and they come in a roll. In 
terms of appearance, Necco Wafers look good and the patterns on the packaging are nice. Overall, solid 5/10 for 
appearance.  
   They are a chalky type of candy that appeals to some, and disgusts others. The texture is fine for what it is but 
goes awfully with the taste of Necco Wafers. So, in terms of texture, Necco Wafers get a 3/10.   
   Now on to taste. Imagine this, you’re in an old warehouse and you look ahead and see a conveyor belt. You move 

closer and see that on this conveyor belt PEZ candies are being pushed into what looks like an industrial vacuum. You see a label on the side 
of the vacuum that says “HAPPINESS AND FUN SUCKER”. That’s right, Necco Wafers are made by sucking all the happiness and fun out of PEZ.  
Then, they are flattened so that they fit into a roll. Of course I’m exaggerating but it tastes as if that’s what’s happening. The Necco Wafers 
earn a score of 1/10 for flavor. I would have given them a 0 but I awarded bonus points because it was clever to make them so bad you could-
n’t stop eating them, hoping they weren’t all as bad as the first one.. In all, Necco Wafers get a horrendous but well-deserved 9/30. My hatred 

for this candy is indescribable. If you like these you are an alien.  
  
   Moving swiftly along to Joys. This is a candy bar that consists of chocolate covered jelly. Unlike Jello, the jelly is hard 
and not bouncy or fun to play with at all. The jelly is raspberry flavored and smells like flowers. Joys looks similar to a 
candy bar like Snickers or Twix. It is sealed in a bright yellow wrapper with JOYS in red and blue right on front. It looks 
just like a candy bar.  A 6/10 in terms of appearance.  

  The texture is very unusual, not bad, but unusual. The jelly is firm and covered in a hard chocolate shell. This makes for a strong contrast of 
textures. The chocolate is hard and snappy whereas the jelly is a bit softer and chewy. Overall, a 7/10 for texture. 
   Joys have a good taste, the raspberry is tangy but also sweet. The chocolate is well, it’s chocolate. Chocolate is good, that’s all. The mix of 
the two is good. It’s a nice combination of the tanginess and sweetness of the jelly, and the “smoothness” of the chocolate. The flavor of both 
is good, and they mix pretty well together. I’ll award Joys an 8/10 for it’s flavor.  

   Joys may seem peculiar, but I personally liked them.  Joys get a 21/30. 
 

   Last and maybe least is Charleston Chew. It’s covered in chocolate and as the name implies, is extremely chewy. It 
tastes almost marshmallowy but very vanilla. Charleston Chew looks just okay. It has the same bright color scheme 
as Joys and does it about the same. Bold CHARLESTON CHEW is plastered on the front and back. The candy itself 
looks like a small chocolate candy similar to Snickers mini. It’s just like a normal small candy bar. What it does in 
terms of appearance, Joys does better. 5/10 

 The texture is well, chewy. It’s an incredibly chewy marshmallow covered in chocolate. That’s essentially what it boils down to. The choco-
late, again unlike Joys is not snappy, it flexes and cracks with the chewy part. It’s not a good mix; chocolate, unless melted, should be hard, 
Charleston Chew blatantly ignores this. It does exactly what it’s supposed to, it’s chewy; however, it isn’t very good. 3/10 for texture. 
   The taste of Charleston chew is sweet and strong. It’s not particularly bad but it's not the greatest thing in the world. It leaves an aftertaste 
that will stick with you for a while. Like Joys, it’s covered in chocolate and the chocolate is good, of course. However, unlike Joys, the choco-
late doesn’t go as well with the candy because they’re both pretty sweet. Because it’s so chewy, it’ll be in your mouth for a while which gives 
it a longer aftertaste and just makes it worse. A 5/10 for flavor. 
  Charleston Chews score a 13/30.  
 

    So the best out of these bad candies is Joys with a 21/30, in second place, Charleston chew with a 13/30, and right where it should be on all 
lists, in last place is Necco Wafers with a 9! If you disagree with this assessment, write your own article because I’m not changing mine.  
 
Above photos courtesy of: Blooms Candy, Rayge Candy, and Mast General Store. 
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  CH E C K  O U T  W H AT ’ S   

TV Show Review  
Fans Await in Excitement for New Season of My Hero Academia       
By Pinke Jiang, Grade 7 
 

   “Next, it's your turn,” All Might said as he pointed towards the camera. As the crowd cheered and 
applauded, Izuku Midoriya clenched his fists and watched as tears fell down his face.  
   This is a scene from My Hero Academia. My Hero Academia is a popular manga read by millions of fans 
all over the world. It was made into an anime in 2016 and now has 4 seasons.  
   My Hero Academia takes place in a world where people have powers called Quirks. The main character 
is a boy named Izuku Midoriya (aka Deku) who dreams of becoming a hero like All Might, the number 

one hero. However, he was born without a quirk. Despite not having a quirk he doesn’t want to give up on his dreams. One day he saves his 
friend Katsuki Bakugou from a villain. All Might witnesses the whole scene and sees the potential in him and tells him the truth about his pow-
ers. He passes on his powers to Izuku and enrolls him in U.A., the number one school for heroes. 
   In seasons 1-3, Izuku and his class, 1-A, go through all kinds of adventures like a sports festival, hard training, fighting against villains and sav-
ing classmates. All Might announces his retirement giving the number 1 hero spot to Endeavour, the number 2 hero. In season 4, Class 1-A has 
begun their internships. Izuku seeks out the agency of Nighteye, the former sidekick of All Might. Izuku and some other of his classmates will 
learn the existence of Overhaul, a villain who has been experimenting on a young girl named Eri. Along with some other pro heroes they begin 
a rescue mission to save her.  
   Now that we have covered up what happened in seasons 1-4, let's talk about the upcoming season 5. Season 5 of My Hero Academia will 
stay away from villains and focus more on the students. In the trailer we see that Class 1-A and Class 1-B are going to train together. However 
during the training, it seems that something quite unexpected happened to Izuku. The first episode of My Hero has already been released. It 
premiered on March 27th 2021. What do you hope will happen in season 5?  
 “I am looking forward to seeing Deku's and Bakugou's character development. I feel that throughout the previous seasons there were only 
minor changes, nothing drastic though,” comments 7th grader and anime fan Sandy Hassan.  
  The third MHA movie will be coming out too. The film was first teased on November 23, with three images that look like the characters Deku, 
Bakugou, and Todoroki. When put together the images reveal a phrase, “He will meet the Three Musketeers.” It has been confirmed that the 
movie will be released in the Summer of 2021. 

TV Show Review 

Haikyuu Has Become a New Hit Anime Series  
By Bianca Binetti, Grade 5  
 

  Anime is really fun to watch and it is very popular around the world! There are many different anime such as Naruto, My Hero Academia, 
Hunter x Hunter, Attack on Titan, and a lot more. One of my personal favorites is Haikyuu.  
    Haikyuu is about a high school student named Shoyo Hinata, who gains a love for volleyball after watching a volleyball ace called “Little Gi-
ant.” During middle school he decides to bring back the volleyball club. The team made it to a tournament only to lose to “The King Of The 
Court,” Tobio Kageyama. Hinata vows to surpass Kageyama, and so after graduating from middle school, he joins Karasuno high school’s volley-
ball team, only to find out that his rival Kageyama is now his teammate! 
    They don't get along in the first couple of episodes but after some games they begin to see each other truly as friends. Some of 
the characters are Hinata, Kenma, Kageyama, Suga, Kuroo, and Nishinoya.  
   Hinata is the one that gets hit with the volleyball so much it’s hilarious. Even though Hinata is the shortest on the team he is one of the play-
ers that can jump really high. He is one of the middle blockers and he’s a decoy.     
   People used to call Kageyama the “King of the Court” because in middle school he acted like a king. He kept ordering his teammates around 
and got angry when they didn’t do what he asked. They couldn't take his cocky attitude anymore. He is one of the setters on the team. 
   Nishinoya serves as the team's libero, which is the position that he plays. He's the one that has to keep the ball in play and in the air. 
    Season 2 focuses on the crazy duo (Hinata and Kageyama) improving their offensive attack. Karasuno attends a training camp with some of 
the top teams of Tokyo including Fukurōdani, Nekoma, Shinzen, and Ubugawa. They meet top players from these schools as they all continue 
to work hard and improve their playing skills to work towards the Spring nationals. 
   In season 3 Karasuno has made it to the finals of the Spring High School volleyball tournament. We see an intense battle between Karasuno 
and Shiratorizawa, one of the best powerhouse high school volleyball teams in the Miyagi region. And Karasuno won! 
    In Seasons 4 “To The Top” the Karasuno High School Volleyball Club finally won their way into the nationals after battling Shiratorizawa. In 
the end of season 4 Karasuno is seen playing in the nationals against Inarizaki, another powerful high school volleyball team, who they beat. 
   Although we don't exactly know when season 5 will be out, all the other seasons were a big hit, so there definitely will be another season. 
Since Karasuno won against Inarizaki in seasons 4, Season 5 will show us the big battle between Karasuno and Nekoma. 
   If you're a fan of volleyball and anime, this is a good anime to watch! You can learn a lot from this. Go watch Haikyuu to see the challenges 
Hinata and his team go through! 

Above: Photo courtesy of  Viz.  
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T R E N D I NG  I N  T E L E V I S I O N    

Review 
Battle of the Comic Series  
By Colin Easterbrook, Grade 5  
 

   DC versus Marvel: which is better? Here’s what I think.   
Characters 
   To start, DC started about 5 years before Marvel. Some of the charac-
ters are very similar. For example, Thanos, from Marvel, was created in 
1973 while Darkside, from DC, was created in 1970. They are very 
alike, and they are two of the main villains in both Marvel and DC. 
Aquaman, from DC, is also very similar to Namor from Marvel. The 
superheroes from Marvel like Quicksilver, Scarlet Witch, Iron Man, and 
of course, Captain America became famous very quickly in the comic 
books. Meanwhile, DC  super heroes like Wonder Woman, the Flash, 
Batman, and the Green Lantern took longer to become popular. DC 
only had one famous superhero at first, and he is one of the most fa-
mous of all time: Superman.   
My preference:  Marvel because they have famous characters that 
have very good origin stories.  
TV Shows  
   DC has made way more cartoons and TV shows than Marvel. There 
have been many different DC cartoon series and live action shows for 
Batman, Superman, Wonder Woman, and Young Justice League to 
name a few. Marvel has made only a couple dozen TV shows.  This 
might change because Disney+ has been producing new shows like 
WandaVision and The Falcon and The Winter Soldier. They also teased 
many more upcoming shows for the future. 
My preference:  DC because their TV shows are much more famous 
like Teen Titans which was a big hit. Also DC is much more experienced 
at animations than Marvel. 
Movies 
   Nowadays, Marvel has a hand over DC for movies. Marvel's newest 
movie, Avengers: Endgame, made 2.798 billion dollars worldwide! DC’s 
newest movie, Wonder Woman 1984 only made 118 million dollars 
worldwide.  In total Marvel movies have made over 18 billion dollars, 
while the DC Extended Universe has only made 5.6 billion dollars in 
total.  
   I like Marvel movies better because even if some parts are sad or 
dark, there could be some comedy right after. All of Marvel’s movies 
are successful at making money and fans enjoy them all. DC movies are 
very dark, and they are not as funny as Marvel movies. DC is trying to 
do better.  
   Zack Snyder's Justice League: Justice Is Gray premiered on March 18, 
2021. Although it is rated R, fans have been enjoying this movie lately 
because it was the original story and it didn’t try to be like a Marvel 
movie. In my opinion, this 4 hour and 2 minute movie is a little long but 
still enjoyable even though it’s a lot different than the original, howev-
er there is more action in it. I got hooked on it just because it is quite a 
better movie than the other Justice League movies.   
My preference: Marvel because their movies have much better 
graphics. Also there has been one supervillain in Marvel that has been 
in almost every ending scene. The super villain is Thanos and every 
movie has been connected to him.  
  These are just my preferences. Which do you like more? DC or  
Marvel? 

 

TV Show Review  
WandaVision Gives Fans An Exciting Experience 

By Logan Rodriguez & Kiesha Leonard, Grade 6 
 

   What if you were living in an alternate reality and did not know it? 
This is the case in a new show called WandaVision. If you like Marvel 
then this is the show for you! It is about the Marvel characters   
Wanda Maximoff and Vision. There is a new show on Disney+ that 
first aired on January 15, 2021.  
   The show takes place shortly after the movie Avengers: Endgame. 
It explains how Wanda Maximoff from the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse (MCU) was grieving over her partner named Vision, and his 
death. Wanda is a superhero known as the Scarlet Witch, but better 
known as Wanda in the show. Wanda and Vision are fictional super-
heroes in both the Marvel movies and comics.  
   Wanda also grew up with her twin brother named Pietro. Pietro 
was also in the MCU, known as the superhero Quicksilver, but he 
died while fighting supervillain, Ultron.  
   After the death of Vision and Wanda’s appearance in Avengers: 
Endgame, Wanda creates her own reality in hopes to be happy again 
with the people she cares for. She takes control of a town named 
Westview. Wanda recreates Vision's body as if she imagined her life 
to be with Vision before he died. Wanda creates a sitcom (a situa-
tion comedy) TV show with Vision, but as the episodes go on, we 
find out more about the creation of this reality, and that Wanda and 
Vision are not actually living happily.  
  The cast of the show WandaVision includes Elizabeth Olsen as 
Wanda Maximoff, Paul Bettany as Vision, Kathryn Hahn as 
Agnes/Agatha Harkness, and many others. As of now, the show is 
the first TV-PG show that Marvel has released.  
   When watching this show you need to check out the costumes. 
Wanda’s Scarlet Witch costume is really cool. It appears at the end 
of the show, and is the same costume that she has in comics. It is 
red with a cape and a matching crown that goes along with it.  
   WandaVision is a fun and action-filled show. Almost every episode 
is left on a shocking cliff-hanger leaving viewers on the edge of their 
seats. The action, costumes, and story-line will give you an exciting 
adventure. It provides a lot of backstory about Wanda and how she 
became who she is known as today. If you’re unsure and curious 
about Wanda’s life, WandaVision is the perfect show for you. View-
ers have given great reviews and hope to see a season two! 
 

 

Above: Photo courtesy of IMDb.  
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Trending TikTok LED Lights  
By Anthony Romano Jr., Grade 5  
    
   LED lights are growing in popularity ever since famous TikTok stars 
have started showing them in their videos. LED lights have a color 
changing feature that makes people want them even more. You can 
change their color depending on what mood you're in and what suits 
your room. 
   TikToker Zoey Laverne put LED lights in her room. Charli D'Amelio 
has these lights and almost all of her videos go viral. Most well-
known Tiktokers probably have these lights featured in their videos.  
    Phoebe Daltrey, another TikToker and YouTuber says these LED 
lights “helped her go viral” her friends now call her “The LED 
Queen”. 
  These TikTokers have inspired a lot of kids and teens to get LED 
lights for their rooms. If you are wondering about the colors, there 
are a lot of colors on LED remotes: pink, purple, red, blue, white, 
green, light green, white, dark purple, hot pink, and dead red (which 
is a very dark red).  The only color that's not there is black because 
you wouldn’t be able to see anything.  
   Some of these lights can react to music. Don’t believe it? You need 
a certain app on your phone, for example Lumenplay, that connects 
with the lights. It can make them change colors and patterns accord-
ing to the music.  
   6th grader Mariana Rayo is a big fan of these lights. “I saw them at 
a store and my friends had them so I said ‘why not?’ so I bought 
them. I like the way I can mix and match all different colors on my 
phone and make them flash or do some kind of pattern. One of the 
best parts is that it changes with the music. You can also combine 
colors to make your very own.” 
  5th grader Bianca Binetti says “I like how cool they are. They bring 
brightness to my room because my room is very dark and I like the 
colors. They just make me feel happy.”  
   Will you get in on this trend? 

TikTok Usage Soars During the Pandemic    
By Khassandra Almouabyed, Grade 5   
 

   Is it any surprise that TikTok has become more popular since the 
pandemic? Since the pandemic hit people have been forced to stay 
at home more often. For this reason people may be constantly 
bored and have no idea of what to do. Many find themselves 
catching up on tv shows and binge watching entire seasons. Some 
seek out new video games, while others are exploring new hob-
bies. One thing is for sure, people have been on TikTok.  
   Many people had TikTok before the pandemic hit. But the num-
ber of downloads increased a lot since the pandemic.  According to 
the article, “The Rise of TikTok During COVID-19” within the week 
of March 16 2020, TikTok was downloaded 2 million times. Which 
was 18% of an increase in downloads from the previous week. 
After the next few days the app saw a big increase in the number 
of downloads from the last few days. 
  TikTok is often used to connect people. It is no surprise that it has 
gained even more popularity since the pandemic has left many 
feeling isolated and lonely. Some use the app to express their feel-
ings and connect with people from all over the world. Others enjoy 
the dances, meme videos and new trends. Many people even use 
the app to connect with friends and/or family. There are many 
ways people connect on TikTok. Some people DM (direct message) 
each other to stay connected. People can even tag each other on 
their own post or tag any TikToks they find interesting or funny. 
  5th grader Molly Schutze says “I think that I have been using Tik-
Tok more once the pandemic started because I have had more free 
time and I am bored often. I also feel like on the app I can record all 
types of different videos and just have fun. It's especially fun how 
there are many popular trends on TikTok. My favorite trend is the 
whipped coffee trend. It's where you whip coffee until it's fluffy.”  
 Do find yourself on TikTok more so nowadays?  
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Editing  

Extraordinaire  

There are 5 errors in total. There are errors in spelling, use of apostrophe, capitalization, and  
punctuation. Can you find them all?  
Story by Ava Baracco, Grade 5 
 
 Persephone beamed as she scans the grass field. “So many beautiful flowers!” she said. The pretty 
sight was enough to make Persephone jump for joy. Persephone kneeled down to pick up some lovely 
flowers. “Mother will adore these!” Persephone whispered to herself. She picked out all the perfect flow-
ers and put them in her basket. Just than, she spotted a divine red rose out of the corner of her eye. Per-
sephone concluded it was the most beautiful flower shed ever seen. Persephone skipped across the great 
green field. She picked up her dress a bit so she wouldnt trip. Just as Persephone bent down to pick the 
ruby red rose, the earth seemed to crack open. Before she knew it, a chariot of black smoke appeared. A 
figure grasped her, pulling her in and down below the earth. “mother!” she screamed in fright...  
Will Persephone make it back from the Underworld?  

The Brilliant Beast Burger - YouTube's New Popular Food Frenzy 

By Elijah Pariona, Grade 6  
 

   Jimmy Donaldson is a very popular YouTuber who is known as MrBeast. The 22 year old star has given away tons of money in his vide-
os. He has also given away gear and Lamborghinis. People have awaited what will be his next item to give away. Food. MrBeast has 
opened up his very own restaurant that serves burgers called MrBeast Burger. 
   MrBeast has featured the restaurant in one of his videos titled “I Opened A Restaurant That Pays You To Eat At It” and it went viral 
immediately. MrBeast Burger app has crashed very quickly because thousands of fans used it a lot. 
   He has opened hundreds of restaurants around America, but how? It usually takes years to open up that many restaurants. So how did 
he pull off 300 restaurants so swiftly? 
   The reason is because they’re virtual kitchen concepts. 
Virtual kitchen concepts are restaurants but online. You get 
the app that they have and buy the certain foods you want. 
Then chefs make the food and so Grubhub or Doordash picks 
it up and delivers it to you. There is no location of MrBeast 
Burger. 
  On Mashed.com, it says “MrBeast Burger uses multiple 
third-party delivery apps to get food to customers, which can 
mean the chain has less control when it comes to quality 
upon delivery.” 
   People have complained that the food was all messed up, 
didn’t taste good, or that they didn’t even get their food. 
MrBeast did respond however, he said “We admit we are not 
perfect.” MrBeast said he would also refund those who are 
not satisfied with their order.  
   Will MrBeast Burger ever have real restaurants once the 
pandemic ends? Let’s let MrBeast make that decision. 
Would you have a bite out of a MrBeast Burger? 

Above: YouTuber MrBeast advertises his new burgers and giveaways. 

Photo courtesy of YouTube.  
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Editorial  
2021 Spring Superstars: Who’s Better? 

By Giovanni Carnemolla, Grade 5 

 

    All sports have their very own top talented players. I’m going to take a look into the best players in 3 major sports.           
  Soccer, the most popular sport in the world, is filled with stunning players from every corner of the globe. But of the 2 by far the best, there 
has been a debate for years of who’s better: Messi or Ronaldo?  Lionel Messi is an incredibly dynamic player who has no definite position. He 
plays any attacking position. His dazzling moves make defenders just plain fall over. He is the captain for the La Liga team FC Barcelona and his 
National team Argentina. Only with Barcelona he has over 767 appearances and over 660 goals. His vision contributes to his outstanding suc-
cess. With his vision, and unselfish play on the field he has over 285 assists with Barca. Ronaldo is very similar to Messi, just built differently. 
He’s 6’2 compared to Messi’s 5’7. Like Messi he is incredibly dynamic and has amazing vision. He and Messi share great composure in the big 
moments. Because of his height he is known for his perfect headers. He recently broke Pele’s record for most career goals (officially) with 770, 
beating Pele 's 767! Messi and Ronaldo have fought over the Ballon D’or for years. Messi with 6 and Ronaldo with 5. Both players are copied 
by kids worldwide trying to mirror their idols. This is the hardest decision I’ve made so far. But, I chose Messi by a slight edge.  
  The MLB is one of the longest lasting leagues in sports history. They have a wide variety of legends from the past to the present, and more to 
come in the future . However I’m comparing current players. The faceoff is between Mookie Betts and Mike Trout. When the Los Angeles 
Angels drafted Mike Trout 25th overall in 2009 it was a game changer for them. He is an 8 time MLB all star and 3 time American League MVP. 
Trout is an extremely powerful player who has the ability to knock almost any ball out of the park. He is an outstanding center fielder seem-
ingly always at the top of Gold Glove voting, although he has not captured the award yet. Mookie Betts was a key piece to the Dodgers’ World 
Series winning team last year. Both are very similar players. Mookie Betts, an outstanding right fielder but, has taken home the Gold Glove 5 
times as mentioned in Baseball Almanac. He’s also a magnificent hitter who owns 4 Silver Slugger awards also stated in Baseball Almanac. I 
think I give a slight edge to Mookie Betts. He has done everything Trout has done AND more.  
   When you think of hockey you might think of big hits, brutal fights, and other things of that nature. A new generation of hockey, and sports 
as a whole is transitioning into finesse, speed, and grace. Alexander Ovechkin and Connor McDavid are two of the players that follow this new 
style of play. Ovechkin captains the Capitals, a team he’s been with since the day they drafted him #1 overall in 2004. With 700+ career goals 
he ranks 6th all time after passing Phil Esposito, at the end of March with 718 goals. He’s a dual threat player and can do anything with the 
puck on his stick.  With an astounding over 1,300 points! He is regarded by many, as one of the best goal scorers and players ever. He’s a 9 
time Maurice “Rocket” Richard award winner, as the player with the most goals in the entire league! There's more I didn’t mention. His legacy 
is NOT up for debate. Connor McDavid is one of the most fascinating young players in the NHL. A first overall pick by the Edmonton Oilers 
back in 2015, he has excelled in the NHL. Watching his highlights will leave you in awe saying “How did he do that?” or “That was amazing!” 
He is obviously destined for success with the ability to embarrass any defenseman and leave teams scared whenever he’s on the ice! Ovech-
kin’s legacy, skills and work ethic, impact on the game of hockey, tower over McDavid… For now, at least.  
   After looking at all these players, I think we know who is better. From all the top 4 major sports these are the best players in each.  
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Editorial  
Are Refs Nowadays Too Soft? Can This Be the Demise of Sports as We Know It?  
By Anthony Bagnuolo & Tommy Breitwieser, Grade 7 
 

   Are National League sports officiating too softly? Should they go back to the old rules? Well, the obvious answer is 
YES.   
   Nowadays when a quarterback for the NFL gets hit a second after the play, a flag comes out of nowhere.  The 
NFL’s refs are not the only ones calling bad calls. The NBA should go back to the rules when you could bump someone in the paint you would 
not get a foul and the NFL should go back to the days when you could throw a pass without a pass interference call.   
 

The NBA  
   NBA refs have been quick to call technical fouls and the fans are sick of it.   
   Former NBA player Gary Payton told CBS Sports, “I could not play basketball in this soft era, you can’t even make eye contact with the refs 
without getting a tech.”  
   Gary Payton is just trying to say the refs are calling fouls and techs for no reason and that he just wants the players to play like when he 
played with fewer fouls.   
   Most referees have grown to attack certain players. Some of these players include Devin Booker of the Suns, Bradley Beal of the Wizards and 
Jayson Tatum of the Celtics. The most targeted player by refs is Devin Booker. Some may say these refs don’t want to see Booker succeed. An 
example is when on one play Devin Booker got pushed and no foul was called, but when he touched someone or yelled back at the ref, he got 
thrown out.  Most of the fouls they call are personal fouls and you are only allowed six fouls per game. If you reach six fouls you are ejected 
from the game.   
   How about game 6 of The Kings and The Lakers series in 2002? Most people say this game is a black eye in NBA history.  It was obvious what 
side the refs were on; The Lakers shot 40 free throws and The Kings only shot 25. Mike Bibby for The Kings got elbowed on the face and no 
call. Also another player for The Kings Vlade Divac was getting pushed around by Shaquille O’Neal and he did not get the foul.  This just shows 
that the refs have been soft for a long time and they are just getting worse. 
   Tommy here. As an NBA fan it can get frustrating especially when my favorite team averages in the top 15 in fouls. My favorite team is The 
Boston Celtics and they have had an interesting year with the refs. I think you guys feel that as well. One game that the Celtics got cheated by 
the refs was against The Heat last year in the Eastern Conference finals when the refs called a bad call to end the game on Marcus Smart, a 
Celtics player. Some crazy calls that have been called have been on the best teams like The Lakers, Suns, 76ers, Nets, and Celtics.  Some of 
these calls have been flops but most are players getting targeted by the refs.  This has some fans asking, does having popular players on your 
team affect the way the refs call the game for your team?  
   7th grader Collin Woodall is a frustrated fan. “The refs of the NBA have been getting too soft over the years and it is affecting the way I watch 
sports and the way the game goes. I think they should get rid of all the old refs and get new ones because these refs are getting too soft. Like 
when The Trail Blazers, my favorite team, had 32 fouls at halftime against The Heat. They eventually lost that game thanks to the garbage refs 
that called the game.” 
 

The NFL 
   How about the NFL?  
   NFL player, Clay Matthews says the NFL is soft. The NFL player that played for The Green Bay Packers said this after the game vs the Wash-
ington Redskins on September 23, 2018.  In the game Clay Matthews had 3 flags called on him for roughing the passers. Late in the third quar-
ter of the game Clay Matthews had his 3rd penalty called on him for landing on the quarterback.  
  Anthony here. The game football is meant to have hitting in it. The sport has people landing on people and tackling people, and the refs are 
just calling penalties now for no reason. Hitting and tackling each other is part of the sport, and the refs are acting like it is not. They are 
getting soft.  
   These calls could make a whole game change. For fans this could be upsetting, because some of these bad and soft calls could make a team 
lose or a team win. Fans could get mad and not enjoy the game as much because the refs.  
  Another soft call was made in a game on January 20, 2019 of the Patriots vs Chiefs. There was a “roughing the passer” call on Chandler Jones. 
It was the 4th quarter with 7:03 left in the game. Chandler Jones is rushing Tom Brady and he puts his hand up and slaps Tom Brady on the 
arm. He did not even tackle him. He hit his arm. He wanted to slap the ball out of his hand to get a fumble forced but hit his arm and got a 
penalty called on him. This was a bad call.  It is not like Brady got hurt. Tom Brady did not even fall to the ground- he got tapped and it was a 
penalty.   
   7th grader Dante Benvenuti agrees. “The refs nowadays are too soft when it comes to calling penalties on popular NFL players like Clay 
Matthews. I remember that one game when The Seahawks played The Patriots in 2019 and the ref called a pass interference on corner back 
Shaquill Griffin. After that I was furious.  Griffin didn’t even touch the other player.”  
 

   The refs of the NBA and NFL should go back to the way they used to call the games because nowadays there are too many soft calls.   
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